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Introduction

The Cree Syllabics were invented by Dr. James
Evans, This invention gave the Cree Indians a
written form for their language, Dr. James Evans
worked as a missionary from England to the Objway
and Cree Indians during the years 1800 - 1840,
wWhile Dr, James Evans was stationed at Norway House
in northern Manitoba he formulated the Cree Syllab-
ics. In some of his teachings he used birchbark as
paper. The Indians referred to this as 'the birch-
bark that talks'.

The Cree Indians owes much tribute to Dr. Evans
for his hard work, for his accomplishment in learn-
ing to speak the Cree language and to formulate the
Syllabics.,

The Cree Syllabics are unique in their struct-
ure and form, The Syllabics fit precise and com-

plete to the linguistic sound of the Cree syllables.
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Preface

cultures and their languages are unique each in their
way of life expressing this life through a thought pattern
in language,

Many White tribes have the English language. Though
their 'way of life' may differ a little one from the other
the language with its thought pattern and the twenty-six
letters that go to make up the written language is the
same., The basis of the English thought pattern seems to
be 'abstract', that is, the thought in many cases is not
direct or not clear to understand.

The Cree culture and the language that expresses that
life is also unigque. One understanding the basis of the
thought pattern appreciates the beauty of the language. ToO
describe the thought pattern - it has a 'picture thought
form with description and action'. This will be prevalent
as you study the language,

Cree should be studied with the Cree thought pattern

which will enable you to grasp the language quicker.

by Tommy Francis,
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Methods of learning to read syllabics.

There are several methods one could adopt to learn to read
the Cree syllablics. Each method takes time to learn to read
the syllabics.

Two methods are illustrated below
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In this course the 'square' method (illustration to the right)
will be used as the Syllabic structure fits into the form of

a square. This method makes learning the syllabics easier.



P

v ———

4:d ws®

——— -

JUTUOSUOD ¥ 010J0q UM Y [vaujud qjo8 v ==

"[PM0A u Bx0jO(| Y =

M= =g a =g Qe = Y —kudl wap x5y

< 10 =“._ w.ouEEEN

. L €«

° Ce * v 00 [uuy

4 of| 4 wh| » of| o of |0 vk

o Y | N mel o8 A.os | | us

< ® su| © nu o ou| o oula uu

) ) oswm| joawm | £ oowm| joew || wm

> > 4 v Jay

S

N

N

- TP | quyp ] poyge | g oyo | |, v HY

. 9 wi| qny| pox| g of| pwy y
’ ) vl Y m| (lyu 9inw g
. > wdi > nd| ¢ od| v od] A wd g

D BA| D M| . oM | .7 oM .a TR AL

‘sjuvuor

-uog v u o ) L

uiy | ‘ovd aree | anduges | ‘uusoe fusd aysee| ‘eroy uy v

‘STIMOA

TITLEAT Q1OVTIAS UHUO 4L O AuX




[) ;< X - oma
- ~ e SIS
P (’en& /\' e o —O e
O A2 ]
r, che A e p) - cha
EZL P o &:.ﬁ
(<4< s
('LL PY  ww O W e PO 60
(< G4
Ne DeT ¢ he L C/la \V4 c’i— " L} ) C/IO
nw é_ Na 3 ;Z L0 . ne
Ka 1 j d ko
. b & w t&

WL—- me . | - moe

Jq. L\ ‘a : - "L] S;a
yeo |

5
s = |
/':«o;rd[ cc = c

b A =



CREE SYLLABICS

Learning to read Syllabics by the Square method,
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There are five vowels in the Cree Syllabic system.

sound of this syllabic

is ‘e’
sound of this syllabic
as in ego
is 'u'
. A
as in up
N\\\\ sound of this syllabic
q
> — is 'o!
3 as in omit
g
z//, |
sound of this syllabic v

is 'a’ ~~

sound of this syllabic

as in ant
is 'a

as in ate
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Their form and their sound.

You will note the syllabics with the 'e' sound ('e' as in ego)

six syllabics point to the top left corner of the square. Four

syllabics point upward at the top of the square.

™~ - ye
7 - se
r - me
P - ke n- te
o — ne A - pe
r - che A~ we
A - e
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Their form and their sound.
You will note the syllabics with the 'a' sound ('a' as in ate)
six syllabics point to the right corner of the square, four

syllabics point downward at the bottom of the square.

v - a
Ve = Wwa
vV - pa

U - ta
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Their form and their sound.

You will note the syllabics with the 'o' sound ('o' as in omit)

six syllabics point to the bottom right corner of the square,

four syllabics point to the right side of the square.

B b > D
o wo po to

J - cho

SO
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Their form and their sound.
You will note the syllabics with the 'u' sound ('u' as in up)
six syllabics point to the bottom left corner of the square,

four syllabics point to the left side of the square.

¢ < Q& d«

tu pu wu u

L - chu
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Their form and their sound,
vou will note the syllabics with the 'a' sound ('a’ as in ant)
have the same form as the syllabics with the 'u' sound. The
syllabics with the 'a' sound have a 'dot' added to them,
Six syllabics point to the bottom left corner of the square,

four syllabics point to the left side of the square.

¢ ¢ 4 4

ta pa wa a

:
L - cha
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Final Consonants - two styles.

Final oo -

Final i -

Aspirated 'k’

Extra marks

small syllabics
<

1

wi

'h*sound before a vowel

a soft gutteral 'h' when

before a consonant.
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