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CREE SYLLABICS

Introduction

The Cree Syllabics were invented by Dr. James

Evans. This invention gave the Cree Indians a

written form for their language. Dr. James Evans

worked as a missionary from England to the Objway

and Cree Indians during the years 1800 — 1840.

While Dr. James Evans was stationed at Norway House

in northern Manitoba he formulated the Cree Syllab

ics. In some of his teachings he used birchbark as

paper. The Indians referred to this as ‘the birch—

bark that talks’.

The Cree Indians owes much tribute to Dr. Evans

for his hard work, for his accomplishment in learn

ing to speak the Cree language and to formulate the

Syllabics.

The Cree Syllabics are unique in their struct

ure and form. The Syllabics fit precise and com

plete to the linguistic sound of the Cree syllables.



CREE SYLLABICS

preface

Cultures and their languages are unique each in their

way of life expressing this life through a thought pattern

in language.

Many White tribes have the English language. Though

their ‘way of life’ may differ a little one from the other

the language with its thought pattern and the twenty-six

letters that go to make up the written language is the

same. The basis of the English thought pattern seems to

be ‘abstract’, that is, the thought in many cases is not

direct or not clear to understand.

The Cree culture and the language that expresses that

life is also unique. One understanding the basis of the

thought pattern appreciates the beauty of the language. To

describe the thought pattern - it has a ‘picture thought

form with description and action’. This will be prevalent

as you study the language.

Cree should be studied with the Cree thought pattern

which will enable you to grasp the language quicker.

by Tommy Francis.



CREE SYLLABICS

Methods of learning to read syllabics.

There are several methods one could adopt to learn to read

the Cree syllablics. Each method takes time to learn to read

the syllabics.

Two methods are illustrated below

A - e t- 0

r -me l-m I-mo

A

V

In this course the ‘square’ method (illustration to the right)

will be used as the Syllabic structure fits into the form of

a square. This method makes learning the syllabics easier.
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CREE SYLLABICS

Learning to read Syllabics by the Square method.
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CREE SYTJLABICS

There are five vowels in the Cree Syllabic system.

sound of this syllabic

is ‘e’

sound of this syllabic
as in ego

is ‘U’

as in up

sound of this syllabic

•1
is ‘o’

as in omit

/

_____

sound of this syllabic

is ‘a’
sound of this syllabic

as in ant
is ‘‘

as in ate



CREE SYLLABICS

Their form and their sound.

You will note the syllabics with the ‘e’ sound (‘e’ as in ego)

six syllabics point to the top left corner of the square. Four

syllabics point upward at the top of the square.

- ye

-- se

r- me

P- ke fl- te

A— pe

r-che - we

— e



CREE SYIJLABICS

Their form and their sound.

You will note the syllabics with the ‘a’ sound (‘a’ as in ate)

six syllabics point to the right corner of the square, four

syllabics point downward at the bottom of the square.

- ya

i-,- sa

n-ma

q-ka

-o - na

I - cha

V- a

V. - wa

V-pa

U-ta



CREE SYLLABICS

Their form and their sound.

You will note the syllabics with the ‘o’ sound (‘0’ as in omit)

six syllabics point to the bottom right corner of the square,

four syllabics point to the right side of the square.

J - cho

-no

J -ko

J-mo

fJ
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CREE SYLLABICS

Their form and their sound.

You will note the syllabics with the ‘u’ sound (‘u’ as in up)

six syllabics point to the bottom left corner of the square,

four syllabics point to the left side of the square.

I, - chu

- nu

- ku

- mu

su

C < 4v<

tu pu wu u

L

1,_

-yu



CREE SYLLABICS

Their form and their sound.

You will note the syllabics with the ‘a’ sound (‘a’ as in ant)

have the same form as the syllabics with the ‘u’ sound. The

syllabics with the ‘a’ sound have a ‘dot’ added to them.

Six syllabics point to the bottom left corner of the square,

four syllabics point to the left side of the square.

£

C < l•

ta pa wa a

I.. - cha

k-na

—ka

L-ma

- sa

-ya
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Final Consonants — two styles.

small syllabics

P —

T /

K -

Ch -

M —

N

s —

Final 00 —

Final i -

Aspirated ‘k’ —

Extra marks — = r

=1

: = wi

I’ = ‘h’sound before a vowel

= a soft gutteral ‘h’ when

before a consonant.
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